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of this number, however, reported themselves well at the time of writing. 
Statistics on this point are not easily obtainable, and hence their signifi¬ 
cance. They point to the seriousness of an ulcer of the stomach, and 
if this paper does no more than to impress this fact more strongly on 
the profession we shall feel rewarded for our labor. It certainly is 
startling to realize that every other patient with gastric ulcer that one 
sees in the hospital is either to have a recurrence of symptoms or is never 
to be well again. 

We had hoped to be able to estimate the number of cases which 
resulted in cancer and in dilatation, but the reports received are not 
specific enough to warrant us in drawing deductions of this nature. 
Ewald 1 is certainly right when he says: “ Ich habe mit den Jahren 
diese Narbenbildungen fast noch mehr wie das primare Ulcus furchten 
gelernt” 

Treatment. The results of treatment show that the percentage of 
recovery in both medical services of the hospital was the same. In 
one service it was the general rule to stop all food by the mouth for 
the first few days after entrance. On the other, this treatment was 
resorted to only in the severer cases, the diet being more often restricted 
to a small quantity of milk and lime-water for a corresponding num - 
ber of days, and later on increased. The figures regarding the treat¬ 
ment are here given: 

Service A. Service B. TolaL 

Number of cases with no food by month .71 31 102 

Number of cases with food by mouth . . 23 CO 83 

Doubtful.2 0 2 

The average duration of the period in which the patients received 
food by nutrient enemata was 8.39 days, the longest period being thirty- 
six days and the shortest one day. We then studied these two classes 
of cases with reference to their condition since leaving the hospital, and 
thereby found the following result: 

No food by the mouth. With food by the mouth. 


Care* 1 . 20 32 percent 23 44 percent. 

Not cured.42 68 “ 29 56 “ 


62 52 

From these tables it would appear that only 32 per cent of those 
receiving food by the mouth were cured, in contrast to 44 per cent of 
cures in those patients who were given small quantities of milk and 
lime-water from the outset; but one must bear in mind that it was 
chiefly the severe cases which were put on nutrient enemata alone, 
and that this fact directly tended to make a less favorable showing 
for the starvation method. Another fact is, furthermore, of interest— 
namely, that the patients who were starved remained a longer time in 
the hospital on the average than those who were fed small amounts of 


1 Ewald. Loc. ciU, p. 407. 
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milk and lime-water. Evidently it took longer for the former class of 
patients to get built up, and this was natural, for their condition was 
worse at entrance. 

Conclusions based on the study of 187 cases of gastric ulcer occurring 
at the Massachusetts General Hospital, 1888-1898: 

1. Gastric ulcer is more frequent in Boston than in Chicago, Balti¬ 
more, Denver, or San Francisco. 

2. It is five times as common in women as in men. 

3. The average age in men is thirty-seven years; in women twenty- 
seven. 

4. Hemorrhage was present in 81 per cent, of the cases. It caused 
the death of 17 per cent, of the male patients, but only 1.27 per cent 
of the females. No woman under thirty died of hemorrhage from 
gastric ulcer during this period. 

5. The blood was that of a chlorotic type of anaemia. 

6. Perforation occurred in 3.2 per cent, of the cases, and none of 
these patients left the hospital alive. 

7. Of 114 patients 80 per cent, were discharged cured or relieved, 
but at the end of an average period of five years only 40 per cent, 
remained well. The mortality at the same time (due to gastric disease) 
was 20 per cent. Among the males it was 30 per cent., with the females 
9 per cent. 

8. Tile excessive mortality of ulcer among men, its occurrence in life 
a decade later than in women, and the absence of fatal cases of hemor¬ 
rhage in females, point to a difference of the ulcer in the two sexes. 

9. The mortality of 8 per cent., and the failure of medical treatment 
to effect a lasting cure in 60 per cent., of the patients indicates the need 
of surgical intervention in other than emergency cases of this disease. 


A CASE OF TWO DISTINCT FRACTURES OCCURRING IN THE 
SAME PATELLA AT AN INTERVAL OF EIGHT MONTHS. 

By John Norman Henry, M.D., 

PHYSICIAN TO CUCBCH HOME FOB CHILDREN, ANGORA, PA.; PHYSICIAN TO DISPENSARY OP 
BT. CHRISTOPHER'S HOSPITAL. 

Recently the writer was asked by a lawyer representing the plain¬ 
tiff in a suit for damages against a large foundry in Philadelphia to 
examine the said plaintiff and appear in court as a witness in the suit 
then pending. 

The case briefly was as follows: 

The plaintiff, while walking past the foundry on the evening of Janu¬ 
ary 31,1898, slipped on some loose fragment of bricks and fell, sustain- 
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“e»*» ctu, 3 of le ft 1 ! atcI1 '' 1 - These fragments of brick, he claimed, 
were left on the sidewalk bv agents of the foundry, and on this ground 

lie brought suit for heavy damages. k 

Injoo king up the record of his case at the Pennsylvania Hospital, in 
which institution he had been treated, it was found that on June 8tli of 
d«t» ^ a IltUo le£i tlmn eight months before the 

fracture—he had sustained a previous fracture of the 

fAM^ h u a ”7?” f ° r ! he defense.had also engaged medical counsel, this 
fact could not but be known to them. 

On February 7, 1899, examination of the injured knee and patella 
showed a truly remarkable result, when the fact of there having Sen 
two fractures in the same patella is taken into consideration ; hut one 
firacture could be made out, and in that the union was so close and firm 
that in the centre no separation whatever could be felt, while at the 
edges the separation did not exceed one quarter of an inch 



cod'also I—?'?™ m , me sl .‘6 ht fibrous anchylosis of the knee-joint, 
^mutation of motion duo to adhesions which had formed 
h SK£aE'%-;l L fc patella and the femur. 

hyr>crtropliicd ' -a««- 
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At the time of the examination the patient expressed himself as con¬ 
fident that the two fractures had not been in the same place, and that 
the first one had been nearly an inch below the second. As the phys¬ 
ical examination, however, could not discover any evidence of the 
existence of two fractures, this statement was ascribed to the natural 
anxiety of the man to make his case as strong as possible. 

However, in view of the statement of Hamilton' in regard to the 
strength of ligamentous union—*. e., that after five months have elapsed 
since the sustaining of a fracture of the patella, refracture is no more 
likely to take place than if the primary accident had never occurred— 
in view also of the reiterated statement of the patient himself, it was 
thought advisable to consider the probability of there being two differ¬ 
ent fractures and have an X-ray picture of the injured bone taken. 

The result was surprising as well as satisfactory from the plaintiff’s 
stand-point, as the picture unquestionably declared two separate frac¬ 
tures, as is shown in the accompanying figure. 

The case went to trial, the X-ray was admitted and recognized as 
evidence, and after all the evidence on the plaintiff’s side was in, a 
settlement was effected and damages awarded the plaintiff. 

The X-ray picture certainly proved of value in this case, as it nulli¬ 
fied what seemed to be a very strong point in favor of the defendant— 
namely, the contention that the plaintiff had a patella already weak¬ 
ened by the first accident, and as a result received an injury which in 
a normal individual might not have happened. 

In looking up the literature of the subject but one similar case was 
found recorded. 

It does not seem unlikely, however, that the condition may have 
been frequently overlooked in cases of apparent refracture, as most 
certainly would have been the case in this instance without the aid of 
the X-ray. 


BRONCHIAL OBSTRUCTION BY SUPPURATING BRONCHIAL 
GLANDS. 

By J. N. Hall, M.D., 

PCOFESSOB OF MEDICINE IN GBOSS MEDICAL COLLEGE; VISITING PHYSICIAN TO THE ABAPAHOE 
COUNTY HOSPITAL AND TO ST. ANTHONY’S HOSPITAL, DENVEB, COLO. 

The bronchial glands aud their diseases are passed over with slight 
mention in most of our text-books, if we except the usual statement 
that they become enlarged in tuberculosis and other diseases. It is 
certainly not common to find bronchial obstruction which may he 
attributed to pressure from them; yet many cases have been reported 


See Hamilton: Fractures and Dislocations. 



